Phonic Milestones

St James’ approach to teaching phonics Q, ‘X
A o .

At St. James’ we believe reading is the a gateway skill that makes all

other learning possible, and phonics is crucial to unlocking the reading code. We use
Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS), a DfE validated phonics programme, which teaches
children to read using a systematic synthetic approach.

(Also see Phonics On a Page document for further detail)

ELS has clear expectations which are mapped out term by term from Reception to the

beginning of Year 2.

ELS Overview - Phase 1 to Phase 5

Nursery/Pre-school
Seven aspects:
e Environmental
e Instrumental sounds
e Body percussion
e Rhythm and rhyme
e Alliteration
e Voice sounds
e Oral blending

Reception Summer 1

e Oral blending

e Nonew GPCs

e No new HRS words

e Word structures - cvcg,
CCVC, CCVCC, CCCVC, CCCVCC

e Suffixes

e Revision of Phase 2 and
Phase 3

Reception Autumn 1
Oral blending
Sounding out and
blending with 23 new
grapheme-phoneme
correspondences (GPC)
12 new harder to read and
spell (HRS) words

Reception Summer 2
Introduction to Phase 5
for reading
20 new GPCs
16 new HRS words
Year 1 Autumn 1and 2
Revision of previously
taught Ph 5 GPCs
2 new GPCs
9 new HRS

Year 1 Spring 1and 2
Alternative spellings for
previously taught sounds
49 new GPCs
4 new HRS words
Oral blending
Revision of Phase 2, 3 and
4

Reception Autumn 2, Spring 1
and 2

e Oral blending

e Sounding out and
blending with 29 new
GPCs

e 32 new HRS words

e Revision of Phase 2

Year 1 Summer, Year
2 and Key Stage 2

e With ELS, phonics
teaching does not stop at
the end of Year 1, but
continues as children
move through the school,
with links being made
between their GPC
knowledge and spelling

e Revision of all previously
taught GPCs for reading
and spelling

e Wider reading, spelling
and writing curriculum




*Phase 1 of Letters and Sounds (2007) can be used in Nursery/Pre-School settings before starting
ELS in Reception and can still be used throughout the school day in Reception. However, direct
phonics teaching — the teaching of sounds, graphemes, word reading and vocabulary - starts
from the very beginning of Reception.

**Phase 3 of ELS covers more than just the Phase 3 graphemes — we introduce some challenge
from Phase 4 (in the form of adjacent consonants) alongside the Phase 3 teaching to extend
children’s sounding out and blending skills.

From September 2021, Year 2 have been using Jane Considine’s ‘The Spelling Book’ in
order to continue the children’s phonic journey and support the children in becoming
increasingly accurate spellers by building on the fundamentals of teaching spelling
through practise, exploration and investigation, with a strong phonics foundation. ‘The
Spelling Book’ ensures that the coverage and expectation of the National Curriculum are
met and exceeded.

In addition to ELS, phonics is applied throughout the curriculum (Explore reading/use of
PoR and Whole Class Reading sessions). Contextualised phonics teaching enables
children to develop early phonological awareness, and provides opportunities for
children to practise the skills of segmenting and blending and to spell and segment for
writing, within a meaningful context; also enabling children to experience a breadth and
range of quality literature and to develop a love of reading, and to support well-being
and vocabulary development.

ELS Term-by-term Progression

Reception Autumn Term



Reception/Primary 1 Autumn 1: Phase 2
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Reception/Primary 1 Spring 1: Phase 3-4

Review week farf =ar> lowl =ow= Jured =ure= Assess and Review week
R furf =ur= foid =oi= letl =gr= review week R:B
lool =00= food <00 lear! <gar= loal =ow= R:5
(book) {food) fair/ =air=>
farf =or=
they, all. are ball, tall when, what

Reception/Primary 1 Spring 2: Phase 3-4

Review week | Review week Review week Review week Assess and Review week
R:7 R:8 R-9 R:10 review weeak R:12
R:11
said, so, have | were, out, like | some, come, little, one, do | children, love
there

Reception Spring Term

Reception Summer Term

Reception/Primary 1 Summer 1: Phase &
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Reception/Primary 1 Summer 2: Phase 5 introduction

faif =ay> foid =oy= Hwl =wh= ford =au=> Assess and figh/ <i-e=
fowd =ou= furf =ir= fff =ph= leef =ey> review week foal <p—e=
fight <ie= /{yloof <ue= fyloos =ew= fai} =a—e= R:14 fyjoaf =u—e=
feef <pa> fori =aw= foal =pe= feef =e—a= fsl =c=
—le
woh, their peopla, M, your, ask, would, could, | house, mouse, | want, very
krs should asked water




Year 1 Autumn Term

Year 1/Primary 2 Autumn 1: Phase 5

Assess and Review week Revise: Revise: Assess and Revise:
review week ¥1:2 fait =ay> foif =oy> review week fwl =wh>
¥1:1 fowl =ou= furf =ir= ¥1:3 I =ph=
fight =ie= Nuypood <ue= Hujoal <ew=
leal =pa= for) =aw= foal =oe=

Year 1/Primary 2 Autumn 2: Phase 5

Revisa: Revize: feal <i= Review week hzsess and Review week
forf =au= figh! =i-e= lorf =al= ¥1:5 review week ¥1:7
feel =ey= loal =o—e= [walk) ¥1:6
Jalf =a—-e= fyjond =u—e> | Review week
leef ~g—-g> 1ef =C> ¥l

please, once any, many, whao, whole where, two
again




Year 1 Spring Term

Year 1/Primary 2 Spring 1: Phase 5

Review week faif =a= foal =0> (go) furf <or= Assess and fairf <are=
Y¥1:8 {acomm) lol <a> [was) {world) review week {care)
faif =ey= foof =u> furf =par> ¥1:49 fairf =ere=
(they) (push) {learn) (there)
faif =ea= fuf+foof <u= foof <ou= fair! <ear=
(great) (music) [soUp) {pear)
faif =eigh= fef =ch= foaf+{lf =oul= fehf <teh=
(weight) (school) (shoulder) (catch)
farf =a= fshif =ch= feel <ig=
(father) {chef) (brief)
leel <g= (he) fef <ea= M =ve= (have)
fight <i> (find) | (head) il <y= (gum)
fight <y> (by)
here, sugar, because
friend

Year 1/Primary 2 Spring 2: Phase 5

fuf =o= fjf =g= (gem) isf =pe= 12} =5p= Assess and farf =al= (half})
(brother) fif =ge=(fringe) {fence) [cheese) review week ot =augh=
Review week jf =<dge= fal <5e= 12 =2e= ¥1:11 {caught)
¥1:10 (bridge) (house) (freeze) fshi =55=
fsl =st= fnf <gn= (sign) fear! <eer= (session)
(listen) i <Kni= {cheer) fzhi =si=
(knee) fearf =erne> [vision)
il =wr= (wrap) {here) fshif =<ti=
fmf =mibe fshy =ti= ~tious
lamb) {patient) [scrumptious)
fshf =ti= ~tion fshif =ci=
[station) {delicious)
—0us,
—ion, —ian

Year

Year 1/Primary 2 Summer 1, Summer 2 : all phases

Review all previously taught GPCs for reading and spelling, and teach further rarely-used GPCs
(see Appendix ii).

1 Summer Term

Continuing the phonics journey - Beyond Phase 5

With ELS, phonics teaching does not stop at the end of Year 1, but continues as children
move through the school. Children identified as having gaps in their phonic knowledge
and understanding, including children who did not meet the expected standard in the
PSC at the end of Year 1and 2 are entitled to continued phonics teaching to address gaps
and secure learning.



As children move into Key Stage 2, transition information and baselining of children’s
phonic knowledge in the first few weeks of the Autumn term, will determine what
support is required in order to target intervention appropriately. ELS interventions may
be organised into small groups or one to one, depending on need, and will support in
making links between their GPC knowledge and spelling, revision of all previously taught
GPCs for reading and spelling, and also wider reading, spelling and writing curriculum.

Reading books are also closely monitored to ensure that the books the children are
accessing are matched to their phonic knowledge and understanding, allowing them to
practise skills and embed learning. Teachers and TAs working with these children are
aware of phonic ability when hearing readers and provide continued encouragement of
use of phonic skills when necessary e.g. decoding longer or unfamiliar words, alongside
developing fluency and comprehension skills.



