CHRISTMAS
BREAK
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And that’s a wrap! We would like to say a BIG WELL DONE! to everyone;

children, parents and staff, for getting to the finish line for Christmas. We really

have had another long and extremely busy term and everyone has worked so
hard! We were so pleased to be able to invite you to join us for our Reception

Nativity performance, and wasn’t it just Thank you for all your

support providing costumes and helping with learning lines. We hope you en-
joyed the performance as much as we did and that you also agree that it was a
great way to feel like Christmas is really here.

We would also like to thank you for your kind words, b %
cards and generous gifts and wish you all a very happy %Emﬂ“&
Christmas, and best wishes for 2025! %E“Q

Warmest wishes, The Reception Team

We look forward to seeing you all in the new year.

READING BOOKS

Reading books have been collected in this week so we can audit our home
reading books over the Christmas break, and also to ensure books sent
home in January match our most recent assessments and your child’s indi-
vidual phonic knowledge.

Don’t forget, sharing stories, new and old, is just as important in developing
reading skills as practising skills of decoding. We hope you are able to enjoy
snuggling up and sharing some stories together over the holiday.

You could also encourage your child to sound out any CVC words
or spot the harder to read and spell words we have been learn-
ing in school.



NAMING ITEMS

Over the Christmas break, please can you

check all clothing and other items, such as

water bottles, are named. We have had a
number of items that are un-

g,
named which we are struggling mﬁﬁ@&
Milpg
to return to their owners. our Ny,

PARENTS AS PARTNERS SUPPORT

It’s good to talk... talk and interactions are a golden thread that runs through everything
we do
At St. James’, we want to help families have enjoyable learning experiences together. And for us, it is the interactions that
children have with the adults in their lives which are most valuable. That’s why our curriculum is designed around collabora-
tion and communication, where talk is central to helping children develop the skills they need to learn, make friends and
express themselves.

Here are some ways you can support your child's language development:

® Encourage and acknowledge conversation

® Read books and share stories; sharing books is a great way to practice words and introduce new ones. You can also
talk about what you see in the pictures.

® Sing songs and recite nursery rhymes; singing and reciting nursery rhymes expose children to a wide range of new
words and introduce them to the structure of language.

® Rhyme; rhyming helps children to break words down and to hear the sounds that make up words.

® Listen more than you talk: avoid yes, no questions. Instead, comment on what a child is doing or
saying and leave a gap for them to respond.

‘0 Narrating the activities you are doing every day with your child

SPARE CLOTHES 05k
W)W, WOWS OVER CHRIST-

Please can we ask that you send in a spare set

of clothes for your child, including socks, as ! .;.-,. MAS!

our children go outside whatever the weath- If your child WOWs you during the Christmas break
er and we regularly run out of spare dry t- then don’t forget to fill in a WOW voucher and return it

shirts, jumpers or cardigans and underwear. to school so we can share their successes in the new year!
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PLEASE AND
THANK YOU

Christmas time is always a time to
be thankful, but in Reception we

el K ‘
remembeing ooyl WONDEKUL

ank you, and not just because - '
it’s Christmas. We are sure the NCJhe;S da)"!

children will wow you with how

have been working really hard on
remembering to say please and

well they remember to say
please and thank you.



