
Phonic Milestones 

St James’ approach to teaching phonics 

 

At St. James’ we believe reading is the a gateway skill that makes all 

other learning possible, and phonics is crucial to unlocking the reading code. We use 

Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS), a DfE validated phonics programme, which teaches 

children to read using a systematic synthetic approach.  

(Also see Phonics On a Page document for further detail) 

ELS has clear expectations which are mapped out term by term from Reception to the 

beginning of Year 2. 

ELS Overview – Phase 1 to Phase 5 

Phase 1* Phase 2 Phase 3** 
Nursery/Pre-school 

Seven aspects: 

• Environmental 

• Instrumental sounds 

• Body percussion 

• Rhythm and rhyme 

• Alliteration 

• Voice sounds 

• Oral blending 

Reception Autumn 1 

• Oral blending 

• Sounding out and 
blending with 23 new 
grapheme-phoneme 
correspondences (GPC) 

• 12 new harder to read and 
spell (HRS) words 

Reception Autumn 2, Spring 1 
and 2 

• Oral blending 

• Sounding out and 
blending with 29 new 
GPCs 

• 32 new HRS words 

• Revision of Phase 2 
 

Phase 4** Phase 5 including 

alternatives and lesser-known 
GPCs 

Beyond Phase 5 

Reception Summer 1 

• Oral blending 

• No new GPCs 

• No new HRS words 

• Word structures – cvcc, 
ccvc, ccvcc, cccvc, cccvcc 

• Suffixes 

• Revision of Phase 2 and 
Phase 3 

 

Reception Summer 2 

• Introduction to Phase 5 
for reading 

• 20 new GPCs 

• 16 new HRS words 
Year 1 Autumn 1 and 2 

• Revision of previously 
taught Ph 5 GPCs 

• 2 new GPCs 

• 9 new HRS 
Year 1 Spring 1 and 2 

• Alternative spellings for 
previously taught sounds 

• 49 new GPCs 

• 4 new HRS words 

• Oral blending 

• Revision of Phase 2, 3 and 
4 

Year 1 Summer, Year 
2 and Key Stage 2 

• With ELS, phonics 
teaching does not stop at 
the end of Year 1, but 
continues as children 
move through the school, 
with links being made 
between their GPC 
knowledge and spelling 

• Revision of all previously 
taught GPCs for reading 
and spelling 

• Wider reading, spelling 
and writing curriculum 



*Phase 1 of Letters and Sounds (2007) can be used in Nursery/Pre-School settings before starting 

ELS in Reception and can still be used throughout the school day in Reception. However, direct 

phonics teaching – the teaching of sounds, graphemes, word reading and vocabulary – starts 

from the very beginning of Reception. 

**Phase 3 of ELS covers more than just the Phase 3 graphemes – we introduce some challenge 

from Phase 4 (in the form of adjacent consonants) alongside the Phase 3 teaching to extend 

children’s sounding out and blending skills. 

From September 2021, Year 2 have been using Jane Considine’s ‘The Spelling Book’ in 

order to continue the children’s phonic journey and support the children in becoming 

increasingly accurate spellers by building on the fundamentals of teaching spelling 

through practise, exploration and investigation, with a strong phonics foundation. ‘The 

Spelling Book’ ensures that the coverage and expectation of the National Curriculum are 

met and exceeded.  

In addition to ELS, phonics is applied throughout the curriculum (Explore reading/use of 

PoR and Whole Class Reading sessions). Contextualised phonics teaching enables 

children to develop early phonological awareness, and provides opportunities for 

children to practise the skills of segmenting and blending and to spell and segment for 

writing, within a meaningful context; also enabling children to experience a breadth and 

range of quality literature and to develop a love of reading, and to support well-being 

and vocabulary development. 
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Continuing the phonics journey – Beyond Phase 5 

With ELS, phonics teaching does not stop at the end of Year 1, but continues as children 

move through the school. Children identified as having gaps in their phonic knowledge 

and understanding, including children who did not meet the expected standard in the 

PSC at the end of Year 1 and 2 are entitled to continued phonics teaching to address gaps 

and secure learning. 



As children move into Key Stage 2, transition information and baselining of children’s 

phonic knowledge in the first few weeks of the Autumn term, will determine what 

support is required in order to target intervention appropriately. ELS interventions may 

be organised into small groups or one to one, depending on need, and will support in 

making links between their GPC knowledge and spelling, revision of all previously taught 

GPCs for reading and spelling, and also wider reading, spelling and writing curriculum. 

Reading books are also closely monitored to ensure that the books the children are 

accessing are matched to their phonic knowledge and understanding, allowing them to 

practise skills and embed learning. Teachers and TAs working with these children are 

aware of phonic ability when hearing readers and provide continued encouragement of 

use of phonic skills when necessary e.g. decoding longer or unfamiliar words, alongside 

developing fluency and comprehension skills. 


